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A “Bridge” Model of Reading Instruction 

 Word Study      

  Word Decoding, Vocabulary and Spelling 
 

 

  

 

 

 Fluency Instruction 

 Automaticity in Word Recognition 

 Prosody (Expressiveness in Reading) 
  

 

 

 

Comprehension (Guided Reading)     

   Authentic Reading  

   Comprehension Strategies 
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2013 NAEP Results 



A GREAT Way to Teach Words 





• Harbor 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 

• Roar 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 

• Roar 

• Rear 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 

• Roar 

• Rear 

• Bear 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 

• Roar 

• Rear 

• Bear 

• Pear 



• Harbor 

• Arbor 

• Roar 

• Rear 

• Bear 

• Pear 

• Pearl 



“Relative to children randomly assigned to 
a control group, children assigned to 
word building (word ladders) 
demonstrated significantly greater 
improvements in standardized measures 
of phonological awareness, (word) 
decoding, and reading comprehension.” 

 

McCandliss, Beck, Perfetti.  Scientific Studies in Reading 







Latin and Greek Roots 
(Morphemes) 

 

• Grat / Grac = THANKS  



Grat / Grac = THANKS  

Grateful 

Gratitude  

Grace 

Gracious 

Gratuity 

Ingrate 

Congratulate 

Gracias 



www.timrasinski.com 

 

 



Vocab Programs  
Building Vocabulary 

(tcmpub.com) 
 



Student Resources 



A “Bridge” Model of Reading Instruction 

 Word Study      

  Word Decoding, Vocabulary and Spelling 
 

 

  

 

 

 Fluency Instruction 

 Automaticity in Word Recognition 

 Prosody (Expressiveness in Reading) 
  

 

 

 

Comprehension (Guided Reading)     

   Authentic Reading  

   Comprehension Strategies 
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Fluency 

• Fluency Development Lesson - Tomorrow 



A “Bridge” Model of Reading Instruction 

 Word Study      

  Word Decoding, Vocabulary and Spelling 
 

 

  

 

 

 Fluency Instruction 

 Automaticity in Word Recognition 

 Prosody (Expressiveness in Reading) 
  

 

 

 

Comprehension (Guided Reading)     

   Authentic Reading  

   Comprehension Strategies 
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Conventional  
Approaches to Comprehension 

• Build Foundational Reading Competencies 

• Build Background 

• Compare and Contrast (Text to text, text to 
life, text to world connections.  Venn 
Diagrams) 

 



• The notes were sour because the seams were 
split. 



• We were really disappointed at the bagpipe 
concert.  The notes were sour because the 
seams were split. 



Conventional  
Approaches to Comprehension 

• Build Foundational Reading Competencies 

• Build Background 

• Compare and Contrast (Text to text, text to 
life, text to world connections.  Venn 
Diagrams) 

 



Conventional  
Approaches to Comprehension 

• Build Foundational Reading Competencies 

• Build Background 

• Compare and Contrast (Text to text, text to 
life, text to world connections.  Venn 
Diagrams) 

• Imagery 



• Carefully I walked down the deserted alley. 



Conventional  
Approaches 

• Build Foundational Reading Competencies 

• Build Background 

• Compare and Contrast (Text to text, text to 
life, text to world connections.  Venn 
Diagrams) 

• Imagery 

• Prediction - Hypothesis 



“Oh Bill, I missed you,”  Marcia 
cried. 



“Oh Bill, I missed you,”  Marcia 
cried.  Then she aimed and fired 
again.   



Conventional  
Approaches 

• Build Foundational Reading Competencies 

• Build Background 

• Compare and Contrast (Text to text, text to 
life, text to world connections.  Venn 
Diagrams) 

• Imagery 

• Prediction – Hypothesis 

• Discussion 

• Response Writing 



Creative Approaches to 
Comprehension 



Creative Approaches to 
Comprehension 

Copy – Change 

 

Keep the Content Change the Form 



Creative Approaches to 
Comprehension 

Copy – Change 

 

Keep the Content Change the Form 

• Story > Readers Theater Script 

• Story> Poem 

• Story > Journal Entry 





 

 



Sylvester Duncan lived with his mother and 
father on Acorn Road in Oatsdale.  One of his 
hobbies was collecting pebbles of unusual 
shape and color. 



On a rainy Saturday during vacation he found a 
quite extraordinary one.  It was flaming red, 
shiny, and perfectly round.  As he was studying 
this remarkable pebble, he began to shiver, 
probably from the excitement, and the rain 
felt cold on his back.  “I wish it would stop 
raining,” he said.  



To his great surprise the rain stopped.  It didn’t 
stop gradually as rains usually do.  It CEASED!  
The drops vanished on the way down, 
everything was dry, and the sun was shining as 
if the rain had never existed… 



Creative Approaches to 
Comprehension 

Copy – Change 

 

Keep the Content Change the Form 

• Story > Readers Theater Script 

• Story> Poem 

• Story > Journal Entry 



Sylvester Prequel 

Young Sylvester was eating his usual breakfast of 
oats and barley when all of a sudden,… “OUCH!” 
he cried.  Never had Sylvester experienced such 
awful pain. From inside his mouth he pulled a 
clear circular stone.  Although he was now 
missing a tooth, his new fascination with 
pebbles eased his intense pain. 



 
Sylvester to Song 
(Oh My Darling) 

 

In a meadow, on vacation, on a rainy Saturday. 

A little donkey found a pebble and he wished 
the rain away.   

Sylvester marveled at this pebble that would do 
as he would say. 

Until he wished himself a rock and now he can’t 
wish that away. 



 
Sylvester to Song 

(Beverly Hill Billies) 
 

Let me tell you the story of a donkey named Syl. 

Loved to collect pebbles and couldn’t get his fill. 

Then one day he began to shiver. 

For on the ground there was a gift from the 
Giver. 



 
Sylvester to Song 

(Rain Rain Go Away) 
 

 

Rain rain go away,  

I’ve got rocks to pick today. 

Here’s a cool one, 

Round and fun. 

Oh look now!...  Here comes the sun! 



 
Sylvester to Song 
(Gilligan’s Island) 

 

Just sit right back and you’ll hear a tale 

A tale of a fateful mule 

Whose unplanned metamorphosis 

Kept him out of school. 

 



 
Sylvester to Song 
(Gilligan’s Island) 

 

Sylvester lived on Acorn Road. 

His Mom and Dad did too. 

Sylvester took a stroll one day 

And disappeared from view…. 

And disappeared from view. 

 



Creative Approaches to 
Comprehension 

Copy – Change 

 

Keep the Content Change the Form 

Keep the Form Change the Content 



Creative Approaches to 
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Copy – Change 

 

Keep the Content Change the Form 

Keep the Form Change the Content 



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

 

   

 

  



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

 

   

 

  



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

The important thing about a 

spoon is that you eat with it. 

It’s like a little shovel, you can 

hold it in your hand.  It isn’t flat, it’s hollow.  
And you can spoon things up. But the 
important thing about a spoon is that 
you eat with it.     

 

  



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

The important thing about grass 

is that it is green.  It grows, is 

tender and has a sweet smell. 

But, the important thing about grass is that 
it is green.   

 

  



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

What other Important Books  

can students write?  

 

  



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

What other Important Books  

can students write?  

The Important Thing about Me. 

The Important Thing about My Mom. 

The Important Thing about Arizona. 

The Important Thing about Christmas. 

The Important Thing about President ____ 

 

 



Keep the Form Change the 
Content 

 

   

(Also Compare-Contrast) 

 

  



 



 





New Student Authored Books 

• I am a Hillary, I am Donald. 

• I am a Democrat, I am a Republican 

• I am Arizona, I am Ohio 

• I am a Tucson, I am a Phoenix 

• I am Frog, I am a Lizard 

• I am Harry Potter, I am Sylvester 

• I am an Deciduous, I am Coniferous 

• I am a Browns Fan, I am a Steelers Fan 



Comprehension -- Prevoke 

• Prediction based on vocabulary 



Comprehension -- Prevoke 

• Prediction based on vocabulary 



Comprehension -- Prevoke 

1. Introduce key words – For Being Good 

Phillip   cookie dough 

blue veined hands  leaking bicycle tire 

remembers   “he misses_____” 

worries   scared and nervous    

pictures   grandfather’s room   

embarrassed  “Goodnight, Grandpa” 

candle glow   “Goodnight, Son” 

wink 

  



Comprehension -- Prevoke 

2.  Sort the words in various ways 

Phillip   cookie dough 

blue veined hands  leaking bicycle tire 

remembers   “he misses_____” 

worries   scared and nervous    

pictures   grandfather’s room   

embarrassed  “Goodnight, Grandpa” 

candle glow   “Goodnight, Son” 

wink 

  



Comprehension -- Prevoke 
3. Make a prediction on how the story will go 

For Being Good 

Phillip   cookie dough 

blue veined hands  leaking bicycle tire 

remembers   “he misses_____” 

worries   scared and nervous    

pictures   grandfather’s room   

embarrassed  “Goodnight, Grandpa” 

candle glow   “Goodnight, Son” 

wink 

  



Comprehension 

Comprehension Strategies:  Tableau (Still 
Life) 

   One Grecian Urn 



Timothy Rasinski, Ph.D. 
• www.timrasinski.com 

 

For more on reading  

comprehension see:   
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Oczkus, L., & Rasinski, T. (2016).  Close Reading of Paired Texts (K-5).  
Huntington Beach:  Shell Education/Teacher Created Materials. 

Brassell, D., & Rasinski, T. (2012).  Comprehension that Works! 


